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This year marks the 250th birthday of both the Army and the Navy. The 
Continental Congress established the Continental Army to defend the 
Thirteen Colonies from the British on June 14, 1775, and the Continental 
Navy on October 13, 1775. Both Army and Navy Chaplain Corps trace 
their legacy back to chaplains who served during the Revolutionary War. The 
Continental Congress authorized one chaplain per regiment in the Army on 
July 29, 1775, and directed the Navy to provide religious services aboard its 
ships on November 28, 1775. This year also marks the 250th birthday of both 
the U.S. Army and U.S. Navy Chaplain Corps. 

Birthdays and anniversaries are occasions to look back and remember who 
we are by remembering where we came from. For American chaplains that 
history is bound up with the broader stories of the American military and 
America itself. The stories we tell as Americans reflect who we are and who 
we want to be. We craft and shape them, and, in turn, they craft and shape 

Chaplain (MG) William (Bill) Green, Jr. Chaplain (MG) William (Bill) Green, Jr. 
U.S. Army Chief of Chaplains U.S. Army Chief of Chaplains 

Chaplain (Major General) William “Bill” Green, Jr. is a native of Savannah, Georgia and grew up on Hilton Head Island, 
South Carolina. Upon graduation from high school, he joined the U.S. Army as a Cannon Crewman (13B) and Field 
Radio Repairman (31E). In 1986 he left the Active Army to pursue his calling and to become an ordained minister and 
Army Chaplain. Chaplain Green is a 1989 Distinguished Military Graduate of Savannah State University, Savannah, 
Georgia, with a Bachelor of Science degree in Criminal Justice. In 1992, he graduated from Emory University, Decatur, 
Georgia, with a Master of Divinity degree from Candler School of Theology. He is endorsed by the National Baptist 
Convention, USA, Inc. and became an Army Chaplain in 1994. 

Chaplain Green’s past assignments are as follows: Deputy Chief of Chaplains, Office of the Chief of Chaplains, Army 
Pentagon, Washington, DC; United States Army Pacific Command Chaplain, Fort Shafter, Hawaii; I Corps Command 
Chaplain, Joint Base Lewis McChord, Washington; Strong Bonds Program Manager, DACH Soldier and Family 
Ministry, Office of the Chief of Chaplains, Army Pentagon, Washington, DC; Training and Leader Development Officer 
DACH 3/5/7, Office of the Chief of Chaplains, Army Pentagon, Washington, DC; Division Chaplain, 1st Armored 
Division, Wiesbaden, Germany and deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom; Branch Chief, Force Design and 
Architecture, United States Army Chaplain Center and School, Fort Jackson, South Carolina; Deputy Division Chaplain, 
1st Armored Division, Wiesbaden, Germany; 4th Brigade Chaplain, 1st Armored Division, Hanau, Germany and 
deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom; Hospital Chaplain, 28th Combat Support Hospital, Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina and deployed in support of Operation Joint Forge; Clinical Pastoral Education Resident, Madigan Army 
Medical Center, Fort Lewis, Washington; Battalion Chaplain, 1st Battalion, 37th Field Artillery, Fort Lewis, Washington; 
Battalion Chaplain, 702nd Main Support Battalion, 2nd Infantry Division, Camp Casey, Korea; Battalion Chaplain, 1st 
Battalion, 14th Field Artillery, Fort Sill, Oklahoma. 

Chaplain Green’s military education includes the Chaplain Officer Basic and Advance Courses, Clinical Pastoral 
Education Residency, Combined Arms Service and Staff School, Command and General Staff College, Force 
Management Advance Course and the National War College. 

His awards and decorations include the Legion of Merit with one oak leaf cluster, Bronze Star Medal with one oak 
leaf cluster, Meritorious Service Medal with a silver and bronze oak leaf cluster, the Army Commendation Medal with 
one oak leaf cluster, and the Army Achievement Medal with two oak leaf clusters and the Army Staff Badge. 
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us. Sometimes the stories we tell about ourselves and our past are good and 
true and their goodness and truth shine forth in each retelling. Sometimes the 
stories we tell hold us back from confronting difficult or darker truths. 

The light and shadows cast by our history illuminate the present more clearly 
so that we might see how to live more faithfully in the future. The saying goes 
that good journalism is the first draft of history. But even the best history 
is always itself a kind of draft that is bound to be edited and revised by 
others. Such is the nature of history and the work of historians. We can never 
know the past in any final and complete way. The work of historians is to 
help us tell truer versions of those stories and to see ourselves and our past 
more clearly. Military Chaplaincy Review, among other things, is a forum for 
research on the history of military chaplains and military chaplaincy and in 
this issue seeks to do just that. 

I hope you find stories of hope, encouragement, and insight. But I also hope 
you encounter new stories that challenge you or the old stories told in a new 
way. Most importantly, I trust you will remember our help in ages past and 
know our hope for years to come. 

Without our contributors, there is no Review. I want to close by expressing 
my gratitude for the fine work of this issue’s contributors. You are helping 
carry the conversation forward to support and enhance the sacred work of 
military chaplaincies around the world, in this 250th year of sacred service by 
our U.S. Army Chaplain Corps. 

For God and Country - Live the Call! 

Chaplain (Major General) William (Bill) Green, Jr. 
U.S. Army Chief of Chaplains 
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